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AB A novel 


process 


for 


recovering a compd. 


from a 


fermn. broth 


that includes 



the stages of forming an enriched soln. of the compd. by extn., obtaining 
a salt of the compd. from the enriched soln., purifying a salt of the 
compd. and exchanging the salt of the compd. to a metal salt of the 
compd . 

is disclosed. Thus, pravastatin was extd. by iso-Bu acetate from fermn. 
broth which had been acidified to pH 2.5 by sulfuric acid. The the pH of 
the solvent ext. was then adjusted to 11 by the addn. of aq. ammonium 
hydroxide and the resulting aq. pravastatin soln. was re -acidified and 
then back extd. with iso-Bu acetate. After the iso-Bu acetate ext. had 
been partially dried and decolorized with activated charcoal, ammonia gas 
was added to the headspace of the soln. until all pptn. ceased. The 

pptd. 

ammonium pravastatin salt was collected by filtration, washed with 
solvents, dild. in water, acetone and iso-Bu acetate , crystd. by 
the addn. of solid amrfiuiiiuiu ulrlrSrTcle !, The crystd. ammonium 
pravastatin further crystd. in isobu tanq l . The ammonium 
pravastatin salt crysti3rs->were tnerT"dis solved in a water and 
iso-Bu acetate was added. The soln. was acidified to ph 2-4 with 
sulfuric 

acid, washed with water and the pravastatin was converted to its sodium 
slat by the intermittent addn. of sodium hydroxide. Excess sodium ions 
were removed by ion exchange and the sodium pravastatin salt was 
crystd. in a water/acetonitrile/acetone solvent. A sodium 
pravastatin yield of 65% with a purity of 99.3% was obtained with this 
process . 
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